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Dr. Roberta Black is the Chief of the Microbicide Research Branch of the Prevention Sciences Program within the Division of AIDS (DAIDS) at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). In this capacity, Dr. Black plans, develops, implements, administers, evaluates, manages, and coordinates complex scientific activities and requirements needed to evaluate all aspects of topical microbicide candidates, including NIAID-supported research grants and contracts involved in the discovery and development of microbicide candidates, development and execution of new models for testing microbicide safety and efficacy, and Phase I, II, and III microbicide trials.
Previously, she served as the Topical Microbicide Team Leader of the Prevention Sciences Branch of the Vaccine and Prevention Research Program of DAIDS. Prior to that position, Dr. Black was a Senior Scientist in the Targeted Interventions Branch of the Basic Sciences Program of DAIDS.

Dr. Black obtained her bachelor’s degree in general biology from Purdue University and her Ph.D. in microbiology from the University of Chicago.
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Dr. Salim Abdool Karim is Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research) and a Professor at the Nelson R. Mandela School of Medicine, University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. He is Director of CAPRISA (Centre for the AIDS Program of Research in South Africa), a designated UNAIDS Collaborating Centre for HIV prevention research, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology at Columbia University, and Adjunct Professor of Medicine at Cornell University.

Dr. Abdool Karim currently leads the joint USAID and South African Government funded CAPRISA 004 trial of Tenofovir, an antiretroviral microbicide gel, as well as the five-country, NIH-funded HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) 035 trial of the microbicides, BufferGel and PRO2000 gel. He is Chair of the World Health Organization’s Scientific Advisory Group for Reproductive Health and a member of the Executive Committee of the NIH Microbicide Trials Network.
Dr. Abdool Karim obtained his medical degree and Ph.D. from the Nelson R. Mandela School of Medicine of the University of Natal in South Africa, and completed post-graduate studies in epidemiology at Columbia University and in computer science at the University of South Africa.
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Dr. Zeda Rosenberg is the Chief Executive Officer of the International Partnership for Microbicides, a nonprofit product development partnership established in 2002 to prevent HIV transmission by accelerating the development and availability of safe and effective microbicides for use by women in developing countries. 
Previously, Dr. Rosenberg was Scientific Director for the HIV Prevention Trials Network at Family Health International from 1999 to 2002. In that role, she assured scientific and operational coordination for clinical trials in the areas of prevention of mother-to-child, sexual, and intravenous drug use transmission of HIV, both domestically and internationally. From 1987-1999, she worked in several capacities at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) within the National Institutes of Health (NIH), including Senior Scientist in the Division of AIDS and Assistant Director for Prevention Research.

Dr. Rosenberg received a bachelor’s degree in biology and mathematics from Douglass College, Rutgers University, and a master’s degree in epidemiology and doctoral degree in microbiology from the Harvard School of Public Health.
