SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Marcia C. Linn, Ph.D. 

Dr. Marcia C. Linn is a professor of development and cognition specializing in education in mathematics, science, and technology in the Graduate School of Education at the University of California, Berkeley. She directs the NSF-funded Technology-enhanced Learning in Science (TELS) center, and investigates science teaching and learning, gender equity, and design of learning environments.

Dr. Linn is a member of the National Academy of Education and a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Psychological Association; previously she was a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in Behavioral Sciences. Dr. Linn currently serves on the board of the Education and Human Resources Directorate at the National Science Foundation and as the president of the International Society for the Learning Sciences. She also has served on the American Association for the Advancement of Science board, the Graduate Record Examination Board of the Educational Testing Service, and the McDonnell Foundation Cognitive Studies in Education Practice board.
Dr. Linn’s books include Computers, Teachers, Peers (2000) and Internet Environments for Science Education (2004). She has been awarded the National Association for Research in Science Teaching Award for Lifelong Distinguished Contributions to Science Education and the Council of Scientific Society Presidents first award for Excellence in Educational Research.
Dr. Linn received her B.A. and Ph.D. from Stanford University.

Pamela Ann Melroy (COL, USAF, Ret.)

COL Pamela Ann Melroy is a NASA astronaut who served as mission commander on STS-120 Discovery (October 23-November 7, 2007), only the second woman to command a space shuttle mission. She also served as pilot on two space shuttle flights (STS-92 in 2000 and STS-112 in 2002) and as lead for the crew module for the Columbia Reconstruction Team. COL Melroy has been with NASA since 1995, and has logged over 924 hours (over 38 days) in space. 

Prior to her selection for the astronaut program, COL Melroy served as a test pilot for the Air Force C-17 Combined Test Force; she has logged over 5,000 hours of flight time in over 50 different aircraft. She also flew the KC-10 for six years at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier City, Louisiana, as a copilot, aircraft commander and instructor pilot. COL Melroy is a veteran of JUST CAUSE and DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM, with over 200 combat and combat support hours. She retired from the Air Force in February 2007.

COL Melroy is the recipient of the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, First Oak Leaf Cluster; Air Medal, First Oak Leaf Cluster; Aerial Achievement Medal, First Oak Leaf Cluster; and Expeditionary Medal, First Oak Leaf Cluster.

COL Melroy received her B.S. from Wellesley College and M.S. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
