SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Jeffrey Sedgwick

Jeffrey L. Sedgwick serves as the Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs (OJP). In this capacity, Mr. Sedgwick is responsible for providing overall management and oversight of OJP, whose mission is to enlarge the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, improve the criminal and juvenile justice systems, increase knowledge about crime and related issues, and assist crime victims. He also both guides the development of OJP policy and priorities and coordinates the activities of its bureaus and offices.
Assistant Attorney General Sedgwick oversees OJP activities related to major Bush Administration and Department of Justice initiatives, including Project Safe Neighborhoods, Project Safe Childhood, the President’s DNA Initiative, the Prisoner Reentry Initiative, and Helping America’s Youth. 

Mr. Sedgwick previously served as Director of the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the statistical agency of the Department of Justice. Prior to his appointment, Mr. Sedgwick taught for 28 years at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, a position from which he is currently on leave. In his academic career, Mr. Sedgwick has taught and written on a variety of aspects of American government, including public finance, policy analysis and evaluation, criminal justice policy, and executive leadership. He is the author of Law Enforcement Planning: The Limits of an Economic Approach and Deterring Criminals: Policymaking and the American Political Tradition.
Mr. Sedgwick earned his A.B. from Kenyon College and his M.A.P.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Virginia. 

Lois Lee

Dr. Lois Lee is the Founder and President of Children of the Night. She also is an instructor at the Los Angeles Police Department’s Police Academy, training detectives how to detect, treat, and rescue children involved in prostitution. She frequently serves as an expert witness for federal and state prosecutors enforcing laws against pimps. Her Ph.D. dissertation, The Pimp and His Game, is relied on by vice officers, district attorneys, and U.S. attorneys nationwide as a guide for their treatment of child prostitutes, for jury education, and for the prosecution of pimps.

In 1981, Dr. Lee opened the first drop-in center for children in Hollywood, pioneering the establishment of similar programs for children on the streets. Today, many traditional social service agencies across the country offer drop-in services to children on the street because of her early work. Realizing that child prostitutes need more comprehensive care, Dr. Lee opened the Children of the Night home in 1992. She continues to lead the field in the treatment of child prostitutes, becoming a member of the California Bar Association in order to pursue legal avenues to help child prostitutes.
Dr. Lee has received countless awards for her work, including the President’s Volunteer Action Award, which was presented to her by President Ronald Reagan at the White House in 1984. She has been profiled on national television, including CBS’ 60 Minutes, and her work was depicted in a CBS TV movie entitled Children of the Night. Her humanitarian work has been recognized with a National Caring Award and a permanent memorial portrait in the Frederick Douglass Museum and Hall of Fame for Caring Americans in Washington, D.C.

Shaquana Blount

Shaquana Blount is 18 years old and has been a member of Girls Education and Mentoring Services (GEMS) since 2004. Shaquana currently is employed as an outreach worker for GEMS where, as a survivor of commercial sexual exploitation of children and domestic trafficking, she draws upon her experiences to educate at-risk girls and young women throughout New York City.
Over the years, Shaquana has been a passionate advocate, speaking before the legislature in Albany in support of the Safe Harbor Act for Exploited Youth, as well as before elected officials and media. She also spoke at the premiere of the GEMS documentary, Very Young Girls, at the Toronto International Film Festival in October of 2007.
Shaquana graduated valedictorian of her class at Brownsville Academy High School in Brooklyn, NY in June of 2008. She currently is enrolled in her first semester of college at Borough of Manhattan Community College, where she is pursuing a liberal arts degree.
Rachel Lloyd 

Rachel Lloyd is the Founder and Executive Director of Girls Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS), the only non-profit in New York state serving domestically trafficked youth and commercially sexually exploited girls and young women. Under Ms. Lloyd’s leadership, GEMS annually serves 250 girls through its direct services and 1,000 youth through education and outreach.

Ms. Lloyd is a nationally recognized advocate and expert on the issue of commercial sexual exploitation of children, actively involved in the effort to pass legislation to protect this population, in addition to speaking at events and conferences across the nation.

Ms. Lloyd has been honored with the Reebok Human Rights Award and the Frederick Douglas Award from the North Star Fund, among others. Ms. Lloyd received her Bachelors in Psychology from Marymount Manhattan College and her Masters in Applied Urban Anthropology from the City College of New York.

