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Ten Years of Advances in Women's Health & Prevention Celebrated Today at Congressional Briefing 


WASHINGTON (April 27, 2009) -- A capacity crowd greeted leading women's health advocates, experts and policy makers on Capitol Hill today for an anniversary event honoring a decade of advances in women's health and prevention from the Office on Women's Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 


The briefing was sponsored by the Office on Women's Health and Women's Policy, Inc. (WPI), in cooperation with Reps. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) and Mary Fallin (R-OK), co-chairs of the Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues, Reps. Gwen Moore (D-WI), and Kay Granger (R-TX), vice-chairs, and Reps. Lois Capps (D-CA) and Kay Granger, co-chairs of the Women's Health Task Force. 


The event marked the 10-year milestone for two key initiatives from the Office on Women's Health, the respected website and call center, www.womenshealth.gov, a one-stop resource and referral service that has grown from approximately 1 million visitors in 1999 to more than 22 million last year. The 10th annual National Women's Health Week is a multi-pronged initiative that empowers women to make their health a top priority and kicks off on Mother's Day, May 10, 2009. The briefing also acknowledged the recent publication of the comprehensive health reference book, The Healthy Woman: A Complete Guide for All the Ages (November, 2008.)  



“The Caucus is proud to be a part of the briefing today that celebrates the advances in women's heath and prevention which are issues we have championed for decades,” said Democratic co-chair Jan Schakowsky.  Republican co-chair Mary Fallin added, “Our members appreciate the opportunity to participate in this important event, and we look forward to continuing to fight on the issues that impact women, families and young girls.”  


 “We are pleased to celebrate a decade of helping women lead healthier lives through the womenshealth.gov website, call center and National Women's Health Week,” said Dr. Wanda K. Jones, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health (Women's Health), HHS.  “The Office on Women's Health is dedicated to providing relevant and commercial-free information in a variety of formats, such as our recent resource guide, that enable women to make the best decisions regarding their health.  I am excited to have Women's Policy, Inc., members of the Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues and our special guests join in the anniversary event today.”


In addition to Dr. Jones, featured speakers included Rep. Moore, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), who discussed her efforts to raise awareness among young women about breast cancer following her recent successful battle with that disease, and Dr. Elena Rios, CEO and President of the National Hispanic Medical Association, who underscored the importance of the Office’s work on health disparities and the role of health prevention and education in that effort.  Offering motivational tips for staying active and healthy was fitness expert and health advocate Denise Austin. 


“Far too many women are in need, plagued by being under-insured or working multiple jobs to make ends meet,” said Rep. Moore.  “But we have a chance to address these and other major issues, and we look forward to the hard work ahead with our partner, Women's Policy, Inc.”  Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz added, “We truly have a lot to celebrate today and women's health and prevention must be a priority for policymakers.  I am so proud of the progress we have made and look forward to working on these issues and those relating to health education.” 


 “We participated in today's celebration because sharing the facts about women's health and prevention is critical for healthier Latinos and all Americans,” said Dr. Elena Rios.  “With the growing multicultural population in America, policy makers and professionals need to reach out to the most marginalized populations with accurate high quality information. The resources of the Office on Women's Health, Women's Policy, Inc., and the leadership of the Women's Caucus help to advance that cause.” 


Cindy Hall, President of WPI, added, “For more than 30 years, the Women's Caucus members have worked together to improve the lives of women on a host of health issues, including expanding research on women’s health to prevention and education efforts focused on women and girls.  We are proud to work with the Office on Women's Health, and the Caucus co-chairs, vice-chairs and task force chairs to make today's briefing a success.” 

Video of today's lunch briefing will be made available as a Webcast at www.womenspolicy.org. 

About The Office on Women's Health


The Office on Women's Health (OWH) was established in 1991.  OWH coordinates the efforts of all the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' agencies and offices involved in women's health. The office works to improve the health and well-being of women and girls in the United States through its programs, by educating health professionals, and motivating behavior change in consumers through the dissemination of health information. 

About Women's Policy, Inc. 


Women's Policy, Inc. is a non-profit, non-partisan public policy organization that champions the interests of women throughout the country on the most significant social, economic, and health issues across the public policy spectrum. The organization’s sole focus is to help ensure that the most informed decisions on key women’s issues are made by policymakers. More information is online at www.womenspolicy.org. 
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