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CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR WOMEN’S ISSUES

CO-CHAIRS
Hon. Lois Capps and Hon. Cathy McMorris Rodgers

VICE-CHAIRS
Hon. Jan Schakowsky and Hon. Mary Fallin

The Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues was founded on April 19,
1977, by a small, bipartisan group of Congresswomen who gathered in a
room in the U.S. Capitol to discuss the problem of spousal abuse. In the
years that followed, the ever-increasing numbers of women elected to
Congress have continued to meet to discuss and act on a wide range of issues
affecting women and their families. The bipartisan spirit and cooperation
reflected in the Caucus leadership continues today.

The Congresswomen who have co-chaired the Caucus are:

Hon. Liz Holtzman (D-NY) and Hon. Margaret Heckler (R-MA), 1977-1979
Hon. Patricia S. Schroeder (D-CO) and Hon. Margaret Heckler (R-MA), 1979-1982
Hon. Patricia S. Schroeder (D-CO) and Hon. Olympia J. Snowe (R-ME), 1983-1994
Hon. Connie Morella (R-MD) and Hon. Nita M. Lowey (D-NY), 1995-1996
Hon. Nancy L. Johnson (R-CT) and Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), 1997-1998
Hon. Sue W. Kelly (R-NY) and Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY), 1999-2000
Hon. Judy Biggert (R-IL) and Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald (D-CA), 2001-2002
Hon. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Hon. Louise M. Slaughter (D-NY), 2003-2004
Hon. Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) and Hon. Hilda L. Solis (D-CA), 2005-2006
Hon. Lois Capps (D-CA) and Hon. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), 2007-2008

NEW WOMEN SENATORS & MEMBERS OF THE 110TH CONGRESS

SENATE
Hon. Amy Klobuchar
Hon. Claire McCaskill

HOUSE
Hon. Michele Bachmann
Hon. Nancy Boyda
Hon. Kathy Castor
Hon. Yvette Clarke
Hon. Mary Fallin
Hon. Gabrielle Giffords
Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand
Hon. Mazie Hirono 
Hon. Carol Shea-Porter
Hon. Betty Sutton
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SPEAKERS

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
On January 4, 2007, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi 
made history, breaking the “marble ceiling” to become 
the first woman to serve as Speaker of the House of
Representatives. For the previous four years, Speaker
Pelosi had served as Democratic Leader, the highest-
ranking woman in the history of the U.S. Congress and
the first woman to lead a major political party. She has
represented San Francisco for nineteen years, and 
previously served as House Democratic Whip, a senior 
member of the House Appropriations Committee, and 
the longest-serving member of the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence.

CO-CHAIRS, CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR
WOMEN’S ISSUES

The Honorable Lois Capps
In her sixth term representing California’s 23rd District,
Congresswoman Lois Capps is a senior member of 
the Energy and Commerce Committee, serving on the
Health, Environment and Hazardous Materials, and
Telecommunications and the Internet Subcommittees. 
She co-chairs the Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues, and has been a longtime champion for women’s
health and the environment.

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers is serving her
second term representing Washington’s 5th District, and
serves on the House Armed Services, Education and
Labor, and Natural Resources Committees. She co-chairs
the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues, and is 
a strong advocate for health information technology 
and education.

FORMER CO-CHAIRS, CONGRESSIONAL
CAUCUS FOR WOMEN’S ISSUES

The Honorable Judy Biggert
In her fifth term representing Illinois’ 13th District,
Congresswoman Judy Biggert serves as Ranking Member
on the House Financial Services Housing and Community
Opportunity Subcommittee. She also serves on the
Committees on Education and Labor, and Science and
Technology. A co-chair of the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues in the 107th Congress, she has 
championed women’s health and financial literacy.

The Honorable Ginny Brown-Waite
Congresswoman Ginny Brown-Waite is serving her third
term representing Florida’s 5th District. She serves on the
House Financial Services, Homeland Security, and
Veterans’ Affairs Committees. She was a co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues in the 109th
Congress, and has been a leader on the issues of violence
against women and veterans’ affairs.

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
In her fourth term representing the 2nd District of West
Virginia, Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito serves on
the House Financial Services Committee. She was a co-
chair of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues in
the 108th Congress. Congresswoman Capito has been an
advocate for women’s health and seniors.

The Honorable Margaret Heckler
One of the founding co-chairs of the Congressional
Caucus for Women’s Issues, Ambassador Margaret
Heckler served in Congress from 1967-1982. After leaving
Congress, she served as Secretary of the Department of 

Health and Human Services from 1983-1985, and then 
as U.S. Ambassador to Ireland from 1985-1989. During
her congressional service, Ambassador Heckler was a 
champion for child care and equal credit for women.

The Honorable Liz Holtzman
One of the founding co-chairs of the Congressional
Caucus for Women’s Issues, Liz Holtzman served in
Congress from 1973-1981; she is the youngest woman 
ever elected to Congress. After leaving Congress, she
taught at NYU Law School, was elected district attorney
of Brooklyn and later New York City Comptroller, then
returned to the practice of law. During her congressional
service, Ms. Holtzman fought for ratification of the Equal
Rights Amendment and against sex discrimination in 
federal programs.

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
Congresswoman Nita Lowey is serving her tenth term
representing New York’s 18th District. She serves on the
Appropriations Committee, where she chairs the State,
Foreign Operations Subcommittee. A champion for
women and families, she was a co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues in the 104th
Congress and is one of the founding board members of
Women’s Policy, Inc. Congresswoman Lowey also was the
first woman and the first New Yorker to chair the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.

The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney
Currently in her eighth term, Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney represents New York’s 14th District. She serves
on the House Financial Services Committee, where she
chairs the Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit
Subcommittee. She also serves as Vice-Chair of the Joint
Economic Committee, and serves on the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform. A longtime leader 
on women’s and family issues, Congresswoman Maloney
was a co-chair of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues in the 106th Congress.

The Honorable Juanita Millender-McDonald
Currently in her seventh term representing the 37th
District of California, Congresswoman Juanita Millender-
McDonald is the first African American woman to chair
the House Administration Committee. She also serves on
the Small Business and Transportation and Infrastructure
Committees. Congresswoman Millender-McDonald was 
a co-chair of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues in the 107th Congress, and has been a champion 
for women’s health and human rights.

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
In her ninth term, Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes
Norton represents the District of Columbia. She serves 
on the Committees on Oversight and Government
Reform, Homeland Security, and Transportation and
Infrastructure, where she chairs the Subcommittee 
on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and
Emergency Management. A leader on civil rights and
women’s health, Congresswoman Norton became the 
first African American to co-chair the Congressional
Caucus for Women’s Issues in the 105th Congress.

The Honorable Hilda L. Solis
Congresswoman Hilda Solis is serving her fourth term
representing California’s 32nd District, and has been a
leader on health care and the environment. She is the first
Latina to serve on the House Energy and Commerce
Committee. She also serves on the Natural Resources
Committee. In the 109th Congress, Congresswoman Solis
became the first Latina to serve as a co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues.

      



Hon. Michele Bachmann
Hon. Tammy Baldwin
Hon. Melissa L. Bean
Hon. Helen Delich Bentley*
Hon. Shelley Berkley
Hon. Judy Biggert
Hon. Marsha Blackburn
Hon. Lindy Boggs*
Hon. Mary Bono
Hon. Madeleine Z. Bordallo
Hon. Barbara Boxer
Hon. Nancy Boyda
Hon. Corrine Brown
Hon. Ginny Brown-Waite
Hon. Maria Cantwell
Hon. Shelley Moore Capito
Hon. Julia Carson
Hon. Kathy Castor
Hon. Donna M. Christensen
Hon. Yvette Clarke
Hon. Hillary Rodham Clinton
Hon. Barbara-Rose Collins*
Hon. Susan M. Collins
Hon. Barbara Cubin
Hon. Susan A. Davis
Hon. Diana DeGette
Hon. Rosa L. DeLauro
Hon. Elizabeth Dole
Hon. Thelma Drake
Hon. Jo Ann Emerson
Hon. Anna G. Eshoo
Hon. Mary Fallin
Hon. Dianne Feinstein
Hon. Geraldine A. Ferraro*
Hon. Virginia Foxx

Hon. Gabrielle Giffords
Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand
Hon. Kay Granger
Hon. Jane Harman
Hon. Stephanie Herseth
Hon. Mazie Hirono
Hon. Marjorie S. Holt*
Hon. Liz Holtzman*
Hon. Darlene Hooley
Hon. Kay Bailey Hutchison
Hon. Eddie Bernice Johnson
Hon. Nancy L. Johnson*
Hon. Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Hon. Marcy Kaptur
Hon. Sue W. Kelly*
Hon. Barbara B. Kennelly*
Hon. Martha Keys*
Hon. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick
Hon. Amy Klobuchar
Hon. Mary L. Landrieu
Hon. Barbara Lee
Hon. Sheila Jackson Lee
Hon. Blanche L. Lincoln
Hon. Zoe Lofgren
Hon. Cathy Long*
Hon. Nita M. Lowey
Hon. Carolyn McCarthy
Hon. Claire McCaskill
Hon. Betty McCollum
Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney
Hon. Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky*
Hon. Doris O. Matsui
Hon. Jan Meyers*
Hon. Barbara A. Mikulski
Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald

Hon. Candice Miller
Hon. Susan Molinari*
Hon. Gwen S. Moore
Hon. Connie Morella*
Hon. Lisa Murkowski
Hon. Patty Murray
Hon. Sue Myrick
Hon. Grace F. Napolitano
Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton
Hon. Mary Rose Oakar*
Hon. Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House 

Hon. Deborah Pryce
Hon. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Hon. Lucille Roybal-Allard
Hon. Linda T. Sánchez
Hon. Loretta Sanchez
Hon. Jan Schakowsky
Hon. Jean Schmidt
Hon. Claudine Schneider*
Hon. Patricia S. Schroeder*
Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Hon. Allyson Y. Schwartz
Hon. Carol Shea-Porter
Hon. Louise M. Slaughter
Hon. Olympia J. Snowe
Hon. Hilda L. Solis 
Hon. Debbie Stabenow
Hon. Betty Sutton
Hon. Ellen O. Tauscher
Hon. Nydia Velázquez
Hon. Maxine Waters
Hon. Diane E. Watson
Hon. Heather Wilson
Hon. Lynn Woolsey
*Former Member of Congress

DINNER HOST COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

Gina Adams
Katreice Banks
Judith Blanchard
Valerie Blatnik-Sigel
Victoria Blatter
Alice Borrelli
Rich Buckley
Jo Cooper
Ann Costello

Debbie Dingell
Jake Hansen
Cheryl Healton
Nikki Heidepriem
Lynn Jacobs
Kathleen Jaeger
Missy Jenkins
Karen Judd Lewis
Mimi Mager

Carol Melton
Hon. Susan Molinari
Kate Eby Moore
Leslie North
Susan Reardon
Hon. Patricia S. Schroeder
Elizabeth H. Shuler
Lorraine Thelian
Joan Walker

HONORARY DINNER CO-CHAIRS
Hon. Lois Capps and Hon. Cathy McMorris Rodgers

DINNER HOST COMMITTEE

Andy Blocker 
New York Stock Exchange

Ellen Golombek
Service Employees International Union

Cathy Nyce 
State Farm Insurance Companies

Ann Taylor
sanofi-aventis U.S.

HONORARY CONGRESSIONAL HOST COMMITTEE

                  



UNDERWRITER

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

PATRONS
American Legacy Foundation
General Motors Corporation
Merck & Co., Inc.
State Farm Insurance Companies
TOYOTA

SPONSORS
Allstate Corporation
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
AT&T
Barr Pharmaceuticals
Berlex
Chevron
FedEx Corporation
Generic Pharmaceutical Association
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Johnson & Johnson
New York Stock Exchange
Pfizer Inc
Prudential Financial
sanofi-aventis U.S.
Service Employees International Union
Time Warner Inc.

CONTRIBUTORS
American Federation of Teachers
Blank Rome Government Relations LLC
CYTYC Corporation
Fannie Mae
HSBC North America
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades
Ketchum/The Washington Group
Medco
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
The Bridgestone Firestone Trust Fund
The Dow Chemical Company
The Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
The Loeffler Group LLP
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union
Viacom
Williams & Jensen, PLLC

2007 CONGRESSIONAL GALA MADE POSSIBLE
THROUGH THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF

30
DONORS
Abbott
AFSCME
Calvert Group, Ltd. 
Congressional Quarterly Inc.
Consumer Healthcare Products Association
Credit Union National Association
Hallmark Cards Inc.
Microsoft Corporation
National Association of Manufacturers
National Education Association
Pepco Holdings, Inc.
Southwest Airlines
UBS Securities LLC
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and SAM'S CLUB

FRIENDS
American Academy of Nursing
Girl Scouts of the USA
Heidepriem & Mager Inc
Nikki Heidepriem
Morgan Stanley
Oxygen Media

              



30th

WOMEN’S
POLICY,INC.
CONGRESSIONAL

GALA2007

Anniversary 

WOMEN’S POLICY, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nikki Heidepriem, Esq.
Chair

Alice Borrelli
Vice-Chair

Beatriz Olvera Stotzer
Secretary/Treasurer

Lorraine Cole, Ph.D.
Ann Costello, Esq.
Karen Judd Lewis, Esq.
Hon. Nita M. Lowey
Kate Eby Moore
Angela Oh, Esq.
Amy Plaster, Esq.
Elizabeth H. Shuler
Hon. Olympia J. Snowe
Lorraine Thelian
Susan Wood, Ph.D.

Ex Officio
Cynthia Hall

STAFF
Cynthia Hall
President

Cheryl Williams
Policy Director

Melissa Schober
Senior Legislative Analyst

Suellen Treadwell
Executive Assistant/Legislative Analyst

Jessica Mai
Staff Assistant
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WOMEN’S POLICY, INC. (WPI) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan public policy
organization that champions the interests of women throughout the
country on the most significant social, economic, and health issues
across the public policy spectrum. The organization’s sole focus is to
help ensure that the most informed decisions on key women’s issues are
made by policymakers.

WPI thanks the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
for its continuing support.

Special thanks to the Women’s Research and Education Institute for
their photographic collection of the early days of the Congressional
Caucus for Women’s Issues, and to Doug DeMark for the use of his
photographs taken at WPI galas over the years.

Women’s Policy, Inc.
409 12th Street, SW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20024
Tel  202.554.2323
Fax 202.554.2346
www.womenspolicy.org
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